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saw themselves constrained to beg the Father to tell the French,
on their behalf, that they asked for a little delay, in order that
they might bind him to the Stake. They did this, and began to
burn his fingers; but that Slave displayed so great lack of cour-
age, by the tears that he shed, that they judged him unworthy
to die a warrior’s death, and despatched him with their
weapouns.

The Chiefs of all the nations at Michilimakinak were assem-
bled at the house of the Jesuit Fathers; and before each one
was placed a present of guns, ammunition, and tobacco. Our
envoy represented to them their short-sightedness in abandon-
ing the interests of the French nation to embrace those of the
Iroquois, whose only desire was for such a rupture. They were
told that Onontio, who had every reason to abandon them, was
nevertheless touched with compassion for his children, whom
he desired to return to him; and that he had sent the band of
Frenchmen who had just arrived among them, in order to re-
store to the right path their minds, which had gone astray.
That those houses burned on Montreal Island by the Iroquois,
and the few corpses that they had seen in the unexpected inva-
sion which the latter had made there, ought not to have such an
effect on their minds as to persuade them that all was lost in the
Colony ; that the Iroquois would not derive much profit from a
blow which would far more redound to their shame than to the
glory of true warriors, since they had come at that very time
to ask for Peace. That the French nation was more numerous
than they imagined; that they must look upon it as a great
river which never ran dry, and whose course could not be
checked by any barrier. That they ought to regard the five
Iroquois nations as five cabins of Muskrats in a marsh which
the French would soon drain off, and then burn them there;
that they could be satisfied that the hundred women and chil-
dren who had been treacherously carried away would be re-
placed by many soldiers, whom the great Onontio, the King
of France, would send to avenge them. That since our Onon-
tio of Canada, the Count de Frontenac, had arrived at Quebee,
he had made the English feel the strength of his arms, by the
various war-parties that he had sent into their country; that



